


Novel Studies in the Science Classroom: Developing Science Literacy Skills 

Today struggling readers face many long-term challenges and are more at risk of falling 
behind.  However, science is a great way to engage students, no matter their 
background. NGS Magnified has created novel studies for teachers to use in the science 
classroom to help bridge that gap.  Novel studies help build rapport with students while 
supporting and fostering independent learning. In addition, we believe that using novel 
studies in the science classroom will expose students to different perspectives and 
help them understand how science vocabulary applies to so many events in their lives.

Research shows that connecting content and skills from other subjects enhances 
students’ learning and improves their comprehension.

 The literacy from reading can easily come from non-fiction and fiction novels that 
surround a science-related topic and are far more of a high-interest read for the 
majority of students than reading a textbook (Anderson & Hite, 2010; Batchelor, 
2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000).

 Science fiction novels are an excellent way to engage students in science ideas while 
also helping students improve their literacy skills. (Creech and Hale, 2006)

 Teachers can add in other readings from the internet and news articles which brings 
the reading level down to a more manageable level, however students are more 
willing to learn and spend the time to learn new vocabulary when highly engaged in 
what they are reading (Weinbugh et al.,2014).

NGS Magnified novel studies heavily focus on the following:
• vocabulary
• reading comprehension
• simple research
• cross-curricular connections
• culminating final project

Students will focus on inquiry skills such as comparing and contrasting, summarizing, 
making inferences, cause/effect relationships, fact and opinion, and critical thinking.

Happy reading, 
Erica



“A spellbinding, heart-stopping adventure.” —Booklist (starred review)

“A dreamily written, slyly educational, rousing maritime adventure.” —New York Times Book 
Review

In the stand-alone companion to the New York Times–bestselling A Wolf Called Wander, a 
young orca whale must lead her brother on a tumultuous journey to be reunited with their pod. 
This gorgeously illustrated animal adventure novel explores family bonds, survival, global 
warming, and a changing seascape. Includes information about orcas and their habitats.

For Vega and her family, salmon is life. And Vega is learning to be a salmon finder, preparing for 
the day when she will be her family’s matriarch. But then she and her brother Deneb are 
separated from their pod when a devastating earthquake and tsunami render the seascape 
unrecognizable. Vega must use every skill she has to lead her brother back to their family. The 
young orcas face a shark attack, hunger, the deep ocean, and polluted waters on their journey. 
Will Vega become the leader she’s destined to be?

A Whale of the Wild weaves a heart-stopping tale of survival with impeccable research on a 
delicate ecosystem and threats to marine life. New York Times-bestselling author Rosanne 
Parry’s fluid writing and Lindsay Moore’s stunning artwork bring the Salish Sea and its 
inhabitants to vivid life. An excellent read-aloud and read-alone, this companion to A Wolf Called 
Wander will captivate fans of The One and Only Ivan and Pax.

Includes black-and-white illustrations throughout, a map, and extensive backmatter about 
orcas and their habitats.
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Check out the following sample pages 
focusing on science vocabulary, reading 

comprehension, and literacy-based projects!

Teacher Guide included!
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students already 
know.
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Each section 
has reading 
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questions to 
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understanding.



Novel Project option



Thank you for sharing NGS Magnified with your students!
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