


Novel Studies in the Science Classroom: Developing Science Literacy Skills 

Today struggling readers face many long-term challenges and are more at risk of falling 
behind.  However, science is a great way to engage students, no matter their 
background. NGS Magnified has created novel studies for teachers to use in the science 
classroom to help bridge that gap.  Novel studies help build rapport with students while 
supporting and fostering independent learning. In addition, we believe that using novel 
studies in the science classroom will expose students to different perspectives and 
help them understand how science vocabulary applies to so many events in their lives.

Research shows that connecting content and skills from other subjects enhances 
students’ learning and improves their comprehension.

 The literacy from reading can easily come from non-fiction and fiction novels that 
surround a science-related topic and are far more of a high-interest read for the 
majority of students than reading a textbook (Anderson & Hite, 2010; Batchelor, 
2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000).

 Science fiction novels are an excellent way to engage students in science ideas while 
also helping students improve their literacy skills. (Creech and Hale, 2006)

 Teachers can add in other readings from the internet and news articles which brings 
the reading level down to a more manageable level, however students are more 
willing to learn and spend the time to learn new vocabulary when highly engaged in 
what they are reading (Weinbugh et al.,2014).

NGS Magnified novel studies heavily focus on the following:
• vocabulary
• reading comprehension
• simple research
• cross-curricular connections
• culminating final project

Students will focus on inquiry skills such as comparing and contrasting, summarizing, 
making inferences, cause/effect relationships, fact and opinion, and critical thinking.

Happy reading, 
Erica



New York Times bestseller * Best Book of the Year from The Washington Post, Publishers Weekly, New York 
Public Library, Chicago Public Library

Meet Resilience, a Mars rover determined to live up to his name.

Res was built to explore Mars. He was not built to have human emotions. But as he learns new things from the 
NASA scientists who assemble him, he begins to develop humanlike feelings. Maybe there’s a problem with his 
programming….

Human emotions or not, launch day comes, and Res blasts off to Mars, accompanied by a friendly drone 
helicopter named Fly. But Res quickly discovers that Mars is a dangerous place filled with dust storms and giant 
cliffs. As he navigates Mars’s difficult landscape, Res is tested in ways that go beyond space exploration.

As millions of people back on Earth follow his progress, will Res have the determination, courage, and 
resilience to succeed… and survive?
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Check out the following sample pages 
focusing on science vocabulary, reading 

comprehension, and literacy-based projects!

Teacher Guide included!
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know.

Vocabulary



Each section 
has reading 
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questions to 
track student 
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understanding.



Novel Project 
option



Thank you for sharing NGS Magnified with your students!
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