


Novel Studies in the Science Classroom: Developing Science Literacy Skills 

Today struggling readers face many long-term challenges and are more at risk of falling 
behind.  However, science is a great way to engage students, no matter their 
background. NGS Magnified has created novel studies for teachers to use in the science 
classroom to help bridge that gap.  Novel studies help build rapport with students while 
supporting and fostering independent learning. In addition, we believe that using novel 
studies in the science classroom will expose students to different perspectives and 
help them understand how science vocabulary applies to so many events in their lives.

Research shows that connecting content and skills from other subjects enhances 
students’ learning and improves their comprehension.

 The literacy from reading can easily come from non-fiction and fiction novels that 
surround a science-related topic and are far more of a high-interest read for the 
majority of students than reading a textbook (Anderson & Hite, 2010; Batchelor, 
2017; Coiro, 2012; Freudenrich, 2000).

 Science fiction novels are an excellent way to engage students in science ideas while 
also helping students improve their literacy skills. (Creech and Hale, 2006)

 Teachers can add in other readings from the internet and news articles which brings 
the reading level down to a more manageable level, however students are more 
willing to learn and spend the time to learn new vocabulary when highly engaged in 
what they are reading (Weinbugh et al.,2014).

NGS Magnified novel studies heavily focus on the following:
• vocabulary
• reading comprehension
• simple research
• cross-curricular connections
• culminating final project

Students will focus on inquiry skills such as comparing and contrasting, summarizing, 
making inferences, cause/effect relationships, fact and opinion, and critical thinking.

Happy reading, 
Erica



This Newbery Honor winner and #1 New York Times bestseller is a beloved modern 
classic. Hoot features a new kid and his new bully, alligators, some burrowing owls, a 
renegade eco-avenger, and several extremely poisonous snakes.

A PARADE BEST KIDS BOOK OF ALL TIME!

Everybody loves Mother Paula's pancakes. Everybody, that is, except the colony of cute 
but endangered owls that live on the building site of the new restaurant. Can the awkward 
new kid and his feral friend prank the pancake people out of town? Or is the owls' fate 
cemented in pancake batter?

Welcome to Carl Hiaasen's Florida—where the creatures are wild, and the people are 
wilder!



Hyp er lin k ed  Ta b le  of Con t en t s

Ch eck  ou t  t h e  fo llow in g sa m p le  p a ges  
focu s in g on  scien ce  voca b u la r y,  r ea d in g 

com p r eh en s ion ,  a n d  lit e r a cy -b a sed  p r oject s !

Tea ch e r  Gu id e  in clu d ed !



Fin d  ou t  w h a t  
s t u d en t s  a lr ea d y  
k n ow.

Voca b u la r y



Sect ion s  in clu d e  
r ea d in g 

com p r eh en s ion  
qu es t ion s ,  

s equ en cin g,  a n d  
d r a w in g a ct iv it ie s  

t o  t r a ck  s t u d en t  
p r ogr es s  a n d  

u n d e r s t a n d in g.



Nove l Pr oject  
op t ion



Thank you for sharing NGS Magnified with your students!
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