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Support opinions with facts

Develop communication skills



Each debate has 8
character cards - 4

wmsvow ¢ Oles are pro topic and

- U rOl@S Qr@ against topic

Real Tree Farm, where our family ritual
unfolds: a solid hour of arguing over whig
tree is the one. My kids dash around like
they've never seen trees before, poking each
other with branches and "connecting with
nature” by getting covered in pine needles.
And while the scent of fresh pine is masked
by complaints of “my hands are sticky" and I
can't feel my toes,” - it's still the most
magical time of year and our favori
tradition.

plants a new tree to replace the one that
ends up on top of your car. Plus, after the
holidays, they get a second life as mulch,
allowing them to decompose with dignity.
They're environmental superheroes disguised
| in tinsel - carbon-sucking, ecosystem-
supporting, waste-reducing holiday icons.

Point: The experience of picking out
a family creates a unigue experiend
fake tree can't replicate.

Probing Question: How could a fake
evake the same nostdlgia dand closd
nature my family will cherish for gel
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JETT JINGLE

Small Business Owner

Getting a real Christmas tree isn't
holiday spirit. When you buy from
you give a high-five to those work
than Santa's elves on Christmas E
you buy from a tree farm, you're
getting a tree but supporting you
economy. Why hand your money
store for a plastic tree that’ll shed
needles all over your attic? A real
life and cheer into your living roo
look much merrier than a sad, lon|
imposter hiding in the corner.

Spruce or Synthetic:
Which Tree Sleighs?

Spruce or Synthetic:
Which Tree Sleighs?

Point: Buying real Christmas trees
the local economy.

Probing Question: Shouldn't we pr
supporting local, sustainable busi
purchasing mass-produced, synt
alternatives from overseas factori
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Spruce or Synthetic:
Which Tree Sleighs?
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DEBATE TOPIC:

Spruce or Synthetic: Which Tree Sleid

Research Topic:
Research using articles and/or websites that help you understa
controversy behind the topic. Write down the information you fe
in the debate.

Student worksheets
for students
actively debating OR
for students in

Read your characters argument, research some fa
your evidence below:

[ ]

: audience
3.
Questions: Name
Think abou THE
Questions ¢ GREAT DEBATE TOPIC:
. D EBATE Spruce or Synthetic: Which Tree Sleighs?

SCIENCE MATTERS
. Character Name: Charocter’s Position: For / Against
3, Supporting Evidence: KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL DEBATE:

« Speak calmly and politely
« There are no bad ideas

= Do not interrupt when others are speaking
» Keep answers short and concise

» Listen carefully to your opponent and ask questions + Do not raise your voice

RECORD THE DEBATE:

(\Thnse who are for the position

feel this way because

Planning your rebuttal:
Think about the opposer’s defense and plan a rebu
resources, write your response below:

Those who are against the

paosition feel this way bccul.&’

TAKE A STANCE:

You have just heard compelling arguments from both sides. Use the space below to
explain your own opinion using supporting facts.

ERES




|
e Teacher Guide provides
== objectives, benefits,

*To practice debating and «

ikttt po and options for a
successful debate.

*To structure and argumen

*Understand debates have

KEY VOCABULARY: \—/
Fact - a thing that is known or proven to be trud

Opinion - a belief or attitude about something {
Point - a short sentence that explains why you
Explanation — how and why your point is true.
Pro - An argument or consideration in favor of g

Con - An
Rebuttal

FOR BEGINNERS, MODEL A DEBATE:

pindset, begin by modeling a
like "Homework should be

, opinion, point, explanation,
heaning.

BENEFI

*Build co
to speak
*Become
reasoned
*Develop
CSS58585 M)

NOW YOU'RE READY TO §

Choose your debate style (|
character cards. Each del
position forfagainst the to
is o point that helps the stu
when they find facts to sup

*Evaluat . . .

i question which they will us

ideas an opposite points of view.

=Collabo

«Accept Students Actively Debatin

and relTu THREE QUESTION DEBATE (ONE CLASS PERIOD)

Divide the class into two teoms. Small groups focus on their character cords.
Alternate which team delivers main points first.
15 minutes: PrepfResearch
3 minutes: Team A Main Points from character cards

If students are actively deb
First, they will fill out their ¢
resedrch and find three fac
the other side of the debat

should plan to come up wit

3 minutes: Team B Main Points from character cards
2 minutes: Team A Rebuttal (Q1, @2, Q3)
2 minutes: Team B Rebuttal (Ql. Q2, Q3)
Debrief

When prep and research ar
presents first.

Students As Audience:

If your debate option includl
have articles or websites re|
controversy of the topic. Al
up with questions to ask bo

SMALL GROUP DEBATE (ONE CLASS PERIOD)
Generate two debate teams of 2-4 students {cards c:ssigned).
*Often done multiple times per semester until each student has had a chance to
debate a topic*
5-10 minutes: PrepfResearch
5 minutes: Opening Statement (Team A)
§ minutes: Opening Statement (Team B)
5 minutes: Rebuttal (Team A)
5 minutes: Rebuttal (Team B)
15 minutes: Audience ("media reporters”) questions both teams
Debrief

After Debate:

After the debate is complet|
information presented duri
Was there anything they a
on what they just heard usi

Assessment:

« A grading rubric has be
» A peer assessment has
behavior of each team.

TOWN HALL (ONE CLASS PERIOD)
Assign some students roles to represent.
Introduce topic.
5-10 minutes: Prep/Research
2 minute persuasive speeches (pro)
2 minute persuasive speeches (con)
2 minute: Q and A each side

10 minutes: Audience ("citizens”) question both teams
"Citizens” vote

£ MG
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GRADING RUBRIC:

Debate Team Name:

Criteria

There are two Assessment
Rubrics provided-one for the
teacher to grade and one for

students to assess debate

Organization &

clarity i

Main argument
outlined in a clear
and orderly way

Redsons are given
that are supporte
by cited facts

Use of evidenc]

Use of rebuttal
Ability to uphold
position against
questioning from
opposing side

Presentation
style

Ability to clearly
express opinion &
persuade audiencd

Comments

teams based on their behavior

SCIEMCE MATTERS

Debate Team and Position:

in debate.

Speaker Behavior Tally Points Subtotal
Speaks directly to the topic +1
Uses "because” statements to support their side +1
Makes good eye contact +1
Showed good listening skills +1
Builds on or adds to statements of team +2
Disagrees using appropriate responses +2
Speaks off topic -1
Repeats information without adding own statements -1
Interrupts or deliberately disrupts discussion -2
Negative, demeaning, or rude -3
Total points
.g-Il!EEAT Name of A or:
SCIEN?EEMB,&IE Debate Team and Position:
Speaker Behavior Tally Points Subtotal
Speaks directly to the topic +1
Uses "because” statements to support their side +1
Makes good eye contact +1
Showed good listening skills +1
Builds on or adds to statements of team +2
Disagrees using appropriate responses +2
Speaks off topic -1
Repeats information without adding own statements -1
Interrupts or deliberately disrupts discussion -2
Negative, demeaning, or rude -3

Total points
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Classroom posters
: also included!
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)' Listen
N carefully

According t
other side,

{ to your

opponent and
ask questions

P
: ﬁterrupf

when others

Keep answers
short and

are speaking
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Thank you for sharing NGS Magnified with your students!

Terms of Use

Copyright © NGS Magnified, LLC (formerly Nitty Gritty Science, LLC.) All rights
reserved by author Dr. Erica Colén. This product is to be used by the original
downloader only. Copying for more than one teacher, clossroom, department, school,
or school system is prohibited. This product may not be distributed or disployed
digitally for public view. Failure to comply is a copyright infringement ond a violation of
the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). Clipart and elements found in this PDF are
copyrighted and cannot be extracted and used outside of this file without permission
or license. Intended for clossroom ond personal use ONLY.

Contact Information:

Email: admin@nittyarittyscience.com

Website: www.NGSmaoagnified.com

TPT: https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Nitty—Gritty—Science
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